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Last quarter, UCSD art professor Ri-
cardo Dominguez decided to pull a 
prank on our campus. This is routine 
business for a professor whose past 
art projects include an iPhone app 
designed to help illegal immigrants 
avoid border patrol agents, and using 
a DDoS attack to crash the UC Of-
ÀFH� RI� WKH� 3UHVLGHQW·V� ZHEVLWH� DQG�
modifying error messages to display 
snappy quips about the privatization 
RI�WKH�8&·V�

It is safe to say that Dominguez has 
outdone himself this time. Last Oc-
tober, Dominguez was appointed as 
the Principle Investigator for the UC 
Center for Drone Policy and Ethics 
(UCCDPE). Then, in December, the 
UCCDPE announced on its blog that it 
would be holding a “town hall to dis-
cuss [the recent Unmanned Aerial Ve-
hicle (UAV) malfunctioning and crash 
RQ� 8&6'·V� FDPSXV@� ZLWK� VWXGHQWV��
faculty and staff”. The statement as-
serted that “the origin and manu-
IDFWXUHU� RI� WKH� FUDVKHG� GURQH� >ZDV@�
unclear” at the time, and promised to 
reveal those details at the town hall. I 
did not learn until after attending the 

town hall that the supposed crash was 
a hoax. In fact, according to state-
ments made by Dominguez to the 
media, the UCCDPE is not even of-
ÀFLDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
of California. Though it appears that 
IROORZHUV� RI� 'RPLQJXH]·V� ´'URQHV�
at Home” art project may have been 
aware that the crash was fake, many 
on our campus (including myself) 
were clueless.

In hindsight, a number of the narra-
WLYH·V� HOHPHQWV� KLQWHG� WKDW� WKH� VFH-
nario was a hoax. For instance, pre-
senters at the town hall meeting did 
not reveal details about the owner of 
the crashed drone as promised in the 
announcement. But what makes the 
hoax remarkable are the realities that 
make it believable despite these hints 
– the prominent presence of private 
contractors in San Diego that take up 
defense contracts for the government; 
the looming advent of the San Diego 
3ROLFH� 'HSDUWPHQW·V� LQWHJUDWLRQ� RI�
drones into their activities; our own 
8QLYHUVLW\·V�SRVVLEOH�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�
the development of drone technol-
ogy; and the question incumbent on 

these factors: “whose drone crashed 
on our campus?”

Could the drone have belonged to 
a private corporation in the San Di-
ego area? Certainly. One of San Di-
HJR·V� OHDGLQJ� PLOLWDU\� FRQWUDFWRUV��
especially with respect to unmanned 
aerial systems, is General Atomics, 
which has an entire company divi-
sion devoted to drone/UAV research 
– General Atomics Aeronautical Sys-
WHPV��*HQHUDO�$WRPLFV·�KHDGTXDUWHUV�
are located less than a mile north of 
our own campus, although it is un-
OLNHO\� WKDW� WKLV� VLWH� KRVWV� WHVW� ÁLJKWV�
that might have resulted in the ac-
cidental crash landing, because their 
Aeronautical Systems division is ac-
tually located in Poway.

Nevertheless, the proximity of cam-
SXV� WR� *$·V� KHDGTXDUWHUV� QRW� RQO\�
makes it a possible owner of the fake 
drone, but also reminds us of how 
entrenched drone research and manu-
facture is in the San Diego economy.

According to a recent National Uni-
versity Institute System for Policy 
Research report, estimates indicate

See DRONES on page 4

SAN DIEGO: CITY OF DRONES
JOSHUA MARXEN

A new change has come to UCSD, 
and this time, it affects one of the 
most important aspects of UCSD: 
classes.

7KH� 2IÀFH� RI� 5HJLVWUDU� UHOHDVHG� DQ�
email back in February stating that a 
two-pass enrollment system would be 
implemented starting registration for 
Fall Quarter 2012.

For incoming freshmen, this system 
would be in place during registration 
for Winter Quarter classes.

The two-pass enrollment, which 
VSOLWV� D� VWXGHQW·V� UHJLVWUDWLRQ� RI�
classes into two parts, restricts stu-
GHQWV·�FKRLFH�RI�FODVVHV�WR������XQLWV�
with no waitlist option during the 
´ÀUVW� SDVVµ� DQG� WR� ����� XQLWV� ZLWK�
waitlist option during the “second 
pass”.

7KH�ÀUVW�SDVV�LV�OLPLWHG�WR�DQ�DSSUR[L-
mate 48 hour time frame, and stu-
GHQWV�ZKR�PLVV� WKHLU�ÀUVW�SDVV�PXVW�
wait till their second pass to enroll for 
any classes.

To add to the complication of two 
pass enrollment, students may only 
enroll in up to 22 units, like previous 
WLPHV�� XSRQ� WKH� ÀUVW� GD\� RI� LQVWUXF-
tion.

8&6'·V�2IÀFH�RI�5HJLVWUDU�KDG�VWDW-
ed in its March 2012 newsletter that 
the new two-pass enrollment is to 
“ensure that everyone has the oppor-
tunity to enroll in required pre-major, 
major, and GE courses”.
$OWKRXJK�WKH�2IÀFH�RI�5HJLVWUDU�KDG�
clearly hoped for the two-pass enroll-
ment to bring about equal opportu-
nity for all students, the new enroll-
ment has brought about a headache 
for some students.

Stated an anonymous upperclassmen, 
“Some of my classes that I chose for 
Winter Quarter are six units each be-
cause they are specialized courses for 
P\�VSHFLÀF�PDMRU��,�FDQ·W�HYHQ�HQUROO�
for two classes under this two-pass 
enrollment system. This is worse than 
being on the wait-list for a required 
FODVV� WKDW� \RX� NQRZ� \RX� ZRQ·W� EH�
able to get into by the deadline.”

A previous education concern for 
UCSD students has been the fact that 
budget cuts and limited funding for 
the University led to bigger class-
rooms and more students being put 
on the waitlist. The headache of hav-
LQJ�WR�JUDGXDWH�LQ�ÀYH�\HDUV�EHFDXVH�
of the inability to get all the courses 
needed is still on the minds of many 
UCSD students. The fact that the Of-
ÀFH�RI�5HJLVWUDU�KDG�LPSOHPHQWHG�WKH�
two-pass enrollment, which adds on 
WR� WKH� WKUHDW� RI� WKH� ZDLWOLVW�� GRHVQ·W�
make many upperclassmen  students 
happy.

Despite the friction between upper-
classmen and two-pass enrollment, 
this new system has actually been a 
sigh of relief for some lower class-
men.

“It would be nice to get all my classes 
at once, but I like it better that the 
people who have so much more units 
WKDQ� PH� ZRQ·W� EH� DEOH� WR� MXVW� WDNH�
over every single class that I need to 
WDNH�µ� � VDLG�DQ�DQRQ\PRXV�ÀUVW�\HDU�
VWXGHQW�� ´,·G� UDWKHU� SXW� XS� ZLWK� WKH�
annoyance of not being able to get 
all my classes at once than not being 
able to get any of the classes that I 
want.”

Under this new system of two-pass 

See TWO-PASS on page 7

TWO-PASS ENROLLMENT CAUSES 
STUDENT BODY HEADACHE
CLAIRE HSIEH

The saga of the UCSD co-ops has 

been a long and controversial tale. 

The four co-ops – Groundworks 

Books, the Ché Café, the Food Co-

op and the General Store Co-op 

– appear to have been struggling 

financially for some time.

Most recently, the General Store 

Co-op submitted financial paper-

work to AS that showed a $7,000 

loss last fiscal year. At first 

glance that sounds alarming – so 

I arranged an interview with Josh 

Kenchel, member of The General 

Store Cooperative, to learn more.

California Review: First of all, 
what went wrong? What hap-
pened? Do you plan to make any 
changes to the Co-op to stay in 
business?

Josh Kenchel: ”Let me preface 

this discussion by stating that we 
are a non-profit business. Our goal 
is to take in only enough income 
from sales to cover our operating 
costs (this includes not only pay-
roll costs and rent, but also neces-
sary purchases of new supplies and 
upgrades to our existing infrastruc-
ture). We keep our prices as low as 
we possibly can while still meeting 
these expenses.

This means that we would rather 
post a small loss for a fiscal year 
(the “loss” was actually money that 
was transferred to students through 
savings on our prices) than a 
large gain (which would represent 
money that could have been given 
to students). Granted, we would 
rather break even or post a small 
gain than lose money, but fluctua-
tions around an even balance year 
to year are to be expected.

G-STORE CO-OP DEFENDS $7,000 DEBT
SAM BARTLEMAN

To answer your question directly, 
nothing went wrong! Last year 
went exactly as expected for us. 
Let me explain.

As our balance sheet for the fiscal 
year 2011 states, our debt to the 
university actually increased by 
������������ 2XU� DVVHWV� LQFUHDVHG�
E\�����������RYHU�WKH�VDPH�SHULRG��
producing the $7,000 decline in 
our balance that you referenced.

To be sure, a $7,000 loss is not 
negligible. But given that our to-
tal revenues for the year were 
������������� WKLV� UHSUHVHQWV� OHVV�
WKDQ����RI�RXU�EXVLQHVV��D�ORVV�WKDW�
we are easily able to sustain and 
recover from.

Our university debt increased for 
RQH�UHDVRQ��ZH�KDYHQ·W�EHHQ
paying our rent. The story behind 
this is long, but I will explain brief

See CO-OP on page 3

An unapologetic celebration of American Ideals since 1982

The General Store Co-op, located in the Old Student Center, was closed for MLK weekend.

Ricardo Dominguez warning students of the impending drones.
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:KHQ�,�ÀUVW�VDZ�D�SLFWXUH�FLUFXODWLQJ�RQOLQH�WKH�RWKHU�GD\�ZKLFK�VKRZHG�D�Á\�E\�RI�
Predator drones over the Inauguration Ceremony earlier this week, I was not amused.
 
After all, these were the same drones used by the Air Force and CIA to target enemies 
of the United States with air strikes and bombings in faraway places. They presented the 
2EDPD�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ·V�PRVW�YDOXDEOH�DVVHW�LQ�WDUJHWLQJ�WHUURULVWV�RYHUVHDV��VR�,�ZDV��
sadly, not too surprised to see the President show them off at his own Inauguration.
 
While I was relieved to know that the picture was created by the satirical news network, 
The Onion, it struck me just how this comedy sketch was judged as actual news by me.
 
We seem to live in a Bizarro world where things that matter are put off and ignored 
while other, more distracting issues, placed front and center.
 
President Obama may be saddened by the horrible tragedy of the Sandy Hook shooting, 
but has he ever been saddened by the number of children killed every week in another 
drone strike?
 
Never mind the number of schools and hospitals hit and never mind the body-count 
of innocent bystanders killed by each bombing raid. The fact of the matter is that the 
Obama Administration values the death of one terrorist as worth more than the cost of 
collateral damage in the form of Pakistani families obliterated to pieces.
 
This Bizarro narrative also translates to other areas as well. The president may actually 
care for poor, working-class Americans, but in reality, he gave bailouts to the largest 
corporations that were deemed “too big to fail.” This action in making us all poorer by 
utilizing taxpayer money to prop up these failed corporations and reward their bad busi-
ness practices.
 
The president has also continued to trounce on the rights of free people by signing pro-
YLVLRQV�RI�LQGHÀQLWH�GHWHQWLRQ�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�'HIHQVH�$XWKRUL]DWLRQ�$FW�RI������DQG�
continues to detain and waterboard persons without trial at the Guantanamo Bay Deten-
WLRQ�)DFLOLW\��ZKLFK�KH�SURPLVHG�WR�GR�DZD\�ZLWK�DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKLV�ÀUVW�WHUP�LQ�RIÀFH�
The lesson is that actions count more than intentions, and if the intention is to show real 
“Forward” thinking as the President claims in his reelection campaign, then these past 
grievances must be addressed.

We at the California Review are not duped by the actions of this government, and will 
FRQWLQXH�WR�LQIRUP�QRW�RQO\�RQ�WKH�UHDO�DFWLRQV�EHKLQG�WKH�IHGHUDO�RIÀFLDOV��EXW�DOVR�
actions of those who serve in the state, local, and UCSD community. I hope you enjoy 
reading this issue as I have in publishing it.
 

With Liberty,
Cody Dunn

The views expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily endorsed by the A.S.

Danielle Crume
Claire Hsieh
Haig Pilavijan
Marco Vasquez Jr.

Kelsey Doiron
Shawn Messner
Shane Robinson
Natalie Wong
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politics on edge
7KH� ÀDVFR� IRUPHUO\� NQRZQ� DV� WKH� ÀVFDO� FOLII�
has been put off for a couple months, but even-
tually we will have to come to terms with real-
ity: serious spending cuts are necessary.

,Q� WKH�ZHH�KRXUV�RI�1HZ�<HDU·V�'D\��5HSXE-
licans and Democrats reached a temporary 
DJUHHPHQW� WR� DGGUHVV� WKH� QDWLRQ·V� ÀQDQFLDO�
troubles. However, the agreement amounted to 
very little, for  it addressed only revenues and 
not spending.

It is well-known that individuals making 
$400,000 and over will see an increase in their 
WD[HV� WR� WKH� &OLQWRQ�(UD� ������ IURP� �����
whereas it is less known, and to the chagrin 
of many Obama supporters,  that workers will 
see a decrease in their paycheck because of an 
LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�SD\UROO�WD[�WR������IURP������

The argument has been repeated ad nauseam 
that the rich can afford to pay more. Yes, it is 
true that the rich can afford to pay more, but it 
is also the case that they can purchase the ser-
YLFH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�WKDW�KHOS�WKHP�ÀQG�UHIXJH�LQ�
tax shelters, which is more than likely to occur 
as a result of these tax increases on higher in-
come brackets. On the other hand, those who 
earn less but are nevertheless affected by the 
payroll tax will not be able to avoid these in-
creases. The net effect is that resources are put 
into less productive uses than they would have 
RWKHUZLVH�EHHQ�DV�SHRSOH�ÀQG�ZD\V�WR�SURWHFW�
their earnings.

Many believe it is a cold, hard fact that gov-
ernment revenues must always decrease fol-
lowing a tax decrease and increase following 
a tax increase. However, this is not the case, as 
proven both empirically and intuitively.

7KH� WD[�FXWV� WKDW�RFFXUUHG� LQ� WKH�HDUO\�����V�
and under presidents Kennedy, Reagan, and 
W. Bush all resulted in increases in govern-
ment revenue. The intuition behind this is that 
as tax rates fall, more and more individuals 
ÀQG�LW�PRUH�SURÀWDEOH�WR��LQYHVW�WKHLU�HDUQLQJV�
LQWR� WKH� SULYDWH� HFRQRP\� UDWKHU� WKDQ� ÀQGLQJ�
tax shelters. Thus, the result is that a greater 
amount of earnings fall under taxable income.
Those who oppose this reasoning may argue 

that revenues tend to increase over time due 
to advancements in technology, a larger labor 
force, and increased capital. In short, they ar-
gue that a revenue increase following tax de-
crease is a matter of correlation, not causation. 
This is a fair argument. However, it would be 
GLIÀFXOW�WR�KROG�FRQVWDQW�VXFK�D�WKLQJ�DV�WHFK-
nology to observe whether revenues truly in-
creased as a result of a tax decrease or a tech-
nological increase.

Whether it be causation or correlation is not 
what is important though. The fact remains the 
same that revenues did not decrease.

It too is argued that we should close loopholes 
and remove deductions so as to get at the earn-
LQJV�RI�WKH�DIÁXHQW�ZKR�ÀQG�VDIH�KDYHQ�LQ�WD[�
shelters. This brings us to the crux of our situ-
ation at hand.
Should we be obliged to give a greater percent-
age of our earnings to people who continue to 
spend it recklessly? The answer is obviously 
D�QR��,I�ZH�FDQQRW�HYHQ�WDNH�WKH�ÀUVW�VWHSV�WR�
hauling in government spending, there is no 
use in giving them a greater share of our earn-
ings.

“Budget Cuts”
The fear instilled into the public was that if 

DQ�DJUHHPHQW�ZDV�QRW�PDGH�RQ�WKH�ÀVFDO�FOLII�
in time, we would face extensive budget cuts. 
This is nothing more than political rhetoric and 
fear mongering, for these supposed cuts are 
not true cuts in the everyday sense of the word.

When you or I say that we plan to spend less 
this year than the previous year, we mean that 
we are going to spend less than last year. Sim-
ple, right? When politicos say the government 
LV�JRLQJ�FXW�VSHQGLQJ��DV�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�ÀV-
cal cliff, they mean they are going to spend 
less than they were initially projected to spend. 
1RZ�WKDW·V�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�FRPSOLFDWHG�VRXQGLQJ�

The term to know here is baseline budgeting. 
Baseline budgeting is an accounting method 
used to develop a budget for future years. 
Baseline budgeting uses current spending lev-
els as the “baseline” for establishing future 
funding requirements.

For example, I project that I will be spending 
more next year than last year because I expect 
to have a higher income, so I will be more 
readily able to spend that income on the things 
I want. Down the road I might hit a bump, such 
as needing to pay off a debt, and have to spend 
less than I initially wanted. Even though I will 
be spending less than I was expecting to, I am 

spending more than the previous year. These 
are the “cuts” we are told about. If we want to 
get serious about paying off the debt, we need 
some real spending cuts.We are bogged down 
in military adventures around the world that 
have zero pertinence to national security. The 
Social Security system is unsustainable. Public 
pensions will become a dramatically ever-in-
creasing portion of our debt if not addressed. If 
we do not undertake serious cuts in these areas 
and others, we are doomed to default.

Down the Road
I predict that as we approach the debt ceiling 
for the twelfth time since  former President 
%XVK·V� LQDXJXUDWLRQ³WKHUH� ZHUH� VHYHQ� GHEW�
ceiling increases under Bush and three so far 
XQGHU� 2EDPD³ZH� ZLOO� KHDU� PRUH� SDUWLVDQ�
bickering, there will be last minute deals, and 
the ceiling will be raised.

All that we can do in the meantime is demand 
that current politicians make dramatic spend-
ing cuts, and vote out those who do not make 
the effort. If we do not undertake the current 
situation seriously, the United States will face 
bankruptcy. That is when the real fun begins.

Shawn is a Senior in Revelle college majoring 
in Economics. 

THE FISCAL CLIFF - 
'21·7�)$//�)25�,7
SHAWN MESSNER

CO-OP from page 1

ly in order to be thorough.

2XU�UHQW�ZDV�VHW�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V��ZKHQ�WKH�
General Store (and the rest of the Student 
Center) was much more prosperous. Since 
then, our rent has only been adjusted up-
ZDUG�IRU�LQÁDWLRQ��,Q�������3ULFH�&HQWHU�(DVW�
RSHQHG�� VLSKRQLQJ� EXVLQHVV� DQG� IRRW� WUDIÀF�
away from the Student Center. At the same 
time, construction began on the Student Cen-
ter, blocking most of the access to the Student 
Center and the co-ops. Our sales free-fell, 
ZKLOH�RXU�UHQW�UHPDLQHG�DW�LWV�����V�OHYHO��,Q�
������WKH�*HQHUDO�6WRUH�VWRSSHG�SD\LQJ�UHQW�

Our business has improved since then, but it 
has not, nor do we expect it to, return to its 
pre-2007 levels. The university has shifted 
IRFXV�DQG�IRRW�WUDIÀF�DZD\�IURP�WKH�6WXGHQW�
Center. Our facilities are aging and many of 
the spaces in the Student Center are vacant; 
WKHUH�DUH�IHZ�SODQV�WR�ÀOO�WKHP��2XU�ORFDWLRQ�
is no longer as good for business as it was, 
EXW� RXU� UHQW� KDV� QRW� EHHQ� ORZHUHG� WR� UHÁHFW�

the diminished value of the property.

We are currently in talks with University 
Centers to amend our Master Space Agree-
ment, including adjusting our rent. Ideas that 
ZH�DUH�GLVFXVVLQJ�LQFOXGH�SD\LQJ�D�À[HG�SHU-
centage of our income as rent (so that our rent 
ZRXOG� LQFUHDVH�GHFUHDVH� WR� UHÁHFW� RXU� EXVL-
ness). Also, our rent adjustment may be ap-
plied retroactively to the debt that we have 
accrued with the university, which is current-
O\�DERXW���������

This is the main reason why we have not been 
SD\LQJ�RXU�GHEW�UHFHQWO\��ZH�GRQ·W�NQRZ�IRU�
sure what it will be yet. Once we know ex-
actly how much we owe, we can begin paying 
our debt down.

It is likely that the $12,000 debt that we ac-
FUXHG�ODVW�ÀVFDO�\HDU�ZLOO�EH�UHWURDFWLYHO\�UH-
duced, possibly by as much as several thou-
VDQG�GROODUV��,�FDQ·W�VXJJHVW�DQ\�H[DFW�ÀJXUHV��
but once the reduction is applied, we will be 
HYHQ�OHVV�LQ�WKH�UHG�IRU�WKH�ÀVFDO�\HDU������
So the answer to the third part of this question 

is that we are working to adjust our rent so 
that it will be affordable and we can continue 
doing business in the Student Center. We are 
not going to change our business model or 
our philosophy at all. Besides improving our 
marketing and taking similar steps to increase 
our sales, we will not be making any changes 
to the co-op.”

CR: There is a fundamental problem with 
college co-ops that normal co-ops don’t 
have – that all employees age out in four 
years. Do employees tend to just pass the 
buck to the next generation? Does the G-
store have paid central management? Do 
you think hiring someone to run the G-
store at the top-level would help keep it 
DÁRDW"

JK: ”The General Store, like the rest of the 
co-ops, is a registered undergraduate student 
organization as well as an independent busi-
ness. Because we do not exclusively hire 
freshman and because members sometimes 
leave before graduating, our turnover rate is 
actually lower than four years. We recognize 
WKDW� WKH� FRQVWDQW� LQÁX[� RI� IUHVK� PLQGV� DQG�
QHZ� LGHDV� FDQ� EH� YHU\� EHQHÀFLDO�� +RZHYHU��
as you acknowledged, the loss of experienced 
members can cause problems from a business 
standpoint.

We do our best  to mitigate this prob-
lem. With few exceptions,  we hire only 
first-  and second-year students.  We 
keep records of our knowledge so that 
younger members can access i t ,  insti tu-
t ionalizing our memory. We take care 
to hire and keep only people who truly 
care about the co-op and what i t  stands 
for.

By “passing the buck”, I assume you mean 

older members creating problems (like accru-
ing large amounts of debt), then graduating 
and leaving the younger members to clean 
them up. Because all of our members care 
GHHSO\� DERXW� WKH� FR�RS�� LWV� ÀQDQFLDO� KHDOWK��
and its mission, I can assure you that this 
is not a problem. Members of The General 
Store Cooperative do not play around with 
WKH� VWRUH·V� ÀQDQFHV�� NQRZLQJ� WKDW� WKH\� FDQ�
simply “pass the buck” on to the next genera-
tion if they make a mess. Rather, every one of 
XV�ZDQWV�WR�VHH�WKH�FR�RS�VXFFHHG�LQGHÀQLWHO\�
DQG�DFWLYHO\�WULHV�WR�SUHYHQW�DQG�RYHUFRPH�À-
nancial challenges. The members who left us 
in our present situation did not do it willingly.

To answer your point about central manage-
ment, we exist as a nonhierarchical worker 
cooperative. This means that all members of 
the co-op have equal power in business de-
cisions. We do not have any plans to change 
this structure. Having any kind of “central 
management” would completely contradict 
WKH�FR�RS·V�YDOXHV�� VR� WKDW� LGHD� LV�QRW�XS�IRU�
discussion.”

CR: I noticed you’ve been asking for rent 
reductions and have been bailed out by the 
university before. How can you justify your 
claims that you save students money when 
you ask us to bail you out of enormous debt 
every few years? There’s even a referen-
dum coming up to raise tuition to bail out 
the Ché Café, but charging every student 
up front to provide the opportunity to buy 
goods at slightly lower prices seems to de-
feat the point of a co-op, right?

See the rest of the interview online at www.
califnrniareview.net! The General Store 
Cooperative is located to the West of Por-
ter’s Pub in the Old Student Center.
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reflections on 2012 - expectations for 2013. 

<RX·YH�VWUXJJOHG�ZLWK�LW�\RXU�ZKROH�OLIH��<RX�VSHQG�
your weekends posting ridiculous photoshops online. 
You might even doodle in your notebooks and chuckle 
to yourself during lecture. You may have a DeviantArt. 
Well, the California Review would not only like to 
HPEUDFH�\RXU�OLIHVW\OH��EXW�ZH·G�OLNH�WR�SXELVK�\RXU�
works in something you can put on a resume. Namely, 
our newspaper. Whether you can draw, photoshop, 
RU�MXVW�ORYH�JUHDW�JUDSKLF�GHVLJQ��ZH·UH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
more people to make our thirty-year-old newspaper 
more asthetically pleasing. Lord knows she needs it. If 
\RX·UH�LQWHUHVWHG��VHQG�DQ�HPDLO�WR�
HGLWRUV#&DOLIRUQLD5HYLHZ�QHW�RU�ÀQG�XV�RQ�IDFHERRN�
at facebook.com/CaliforniaReview.  

If you stop at a 7-Eleven instead of going direct-
O\�KRPH�DIWHU�D�GD\�RI�WDUJHW�SUDFWLFH�DW�WKH�ULÁH�
range, you could be arrested according to new 
JXQ�ODZV�HQDFWHG�DV�RI�-DQXDU\������7KH�H[LVW-
ing law states that unloaded handguns cannot be 
RSHQO\�FDUULHG�LQ�SXEOLF�DUHDV��ZKLFK�LV�GHÀQHG�
as an incorporated city. To legally transport a 
handgun it must be unloaded and in a locked 
container with ammunition contained separate-
O\��$�SHUVRQ�PXVW�KDYH�D�VSHFLÀF��OHJDO�LQWHQWLRQ�
WR�WUDQVSRUW�WKH�ÀUHDUP��

This means that a person may only transport the 
ÀUHDUP� GLUHFWO\� WR� DQG� IURP� D� JXQVPLWK�� JXQ�
range, or hunting grounds, and can be arrested 
RQ�VXEMHFWLYH�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�´OHJDO�LQWHQWLRQ�µ�,Q�
$VVHPEO\�%LOO�������WKH�ODZ�LV�DPHQGHG�VR�WKDW�
XQORDGHG�ULÁHV�RU�ORQJ�JXQV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�DORQJ�
with handguns. 

Secondly, the prohibited areas to openly carry 
will now extend to public roads and public 
highways. There are additional penalties if the 
RZQHU� SRVVHVVHV� DPPXQLWLRQ� IRU� WKDW� ÀUHDUP��
These trivial measures are not so much for 
SXEOLF� VDIHW\�� EXW� WR�PDNH� LW�PRUH� GLIÀFXOW� WR�
WUDQVSRUW��RZQ��DQG�XVH�D�ÀUHDUP�OHJDOO\��6LQFH�

the law does not seriously restrict gun rights, 
people tend to tolerate and accept it.

7KH� UHFHQWO\� HQDFWHG� 6HQDWH� %LOO� ����� VWDWHV�
WKDW�D�KXQWHU�FDQQRW�KDYH�D�ÀUHDUP�LQ�KLV�SRV-
session while bowhunting. It is such an obscure 
law pertaining to only a few individuals that it is 
not worth the cost of new legislation. 

Instead of increasing safety, this law serves to 
inhibit it. The hunter, being out in the wilder-
ness, could be attacked by a bear or mountain 
lion which would require a quick and effective 
defense that a handgun can provide. Not only do 
bows take a while to reload, but the user needs 
to be in an open space to effectively use it.

This additional legislation can easily turn good, 
law-abiding citizens into criminals. It allows 
authorities to selectively enforce the convoluted 
laws and imprison people for breaking them one 
ZD\�RU�DQRWKHU��DQG�ZH�VKRXOGQ·W�VWDQG�IRU�LW��

Danielle is a freshman in Eleanor Roosevelt 
college majoring in Political Science and 
Management Science. 

To say that 2012 was a wakeup call for Repub-
licans would be an understatement. Despite 
claims that as much as six billion dollars was 
spent by the Republican candidates throughout 
the entire election cycle, the American public 
still rejected the Republican platform. How 
were the Republicans rejected despite spending 
that much money? 

The simple answer is that Republicans could 
QRW�DJUHH�RQ�RQH�SHUVRQ·V�YLVLRQ�WR�IROORZ��2I�
the nine serious candidates, nearly every candi-
GDWH�KDG�D�SUHGLFWDEOH�´ÀIWHHQ�PLQXWHV�RI�IDPHµ�
moment, only to crumble upon serious scrutiny.

Herein lies the problem. The party was franti-
cally looking for a leader with a message they 
could rally behind. Herman Cain and his image 
DV�D�:DVKLQJWRQ�RXWVLGHU�ÁRSSHG�RQFH�VXSSRUW-
ers realized he knew next to nothing about for-
eign policy. Newt Gringrich failed as an expe-
rienced political warrior when his questionable 
ethics regarding his wives came out. Rick San-
torum had a strong run with the religious voters, 
but this turned out to be just a vocal minority 
JURXS�� 5LFN� 3HUU\�ZDV� RQH� RI� WKH� ÀUVW� FDQGL-
dates to rise and fall, but the persona he adopted 
was a major indicator of the developing rift in 
the Grand Old Party.

Between Mitt Romney, Ron Paul and Rick 
Perry, the Republicans have shown that they 
have reached a crossroads: continue with their 
world-policing foreign policy and pandering to 
the socially conservative or taking a cue from 
the Libertarian Party.

5LFN�3HUU\·V�ULVH�WR�IDPH�ZDV�EDVHG�HQWLUHO\�RQ�
FXHV�IURP�SHRSOH�OLNH�5RQ�3DXO��3DXO·V�SODWIRUP�
RI� UHPRYLQJ� ÀYH� GHSDUWPHQWV� RI� JRYHUQPHQW�
was imitated by Perry in his now infamous 
gaffe where Perry was only able to remember 
two of the three departments he wished to re-
move. Had he had remembered the third one, he 
might have stayed in the race longer. 

The point remains, however, that preaching a 
smaller, non-invasive government appeals to 
voters.

In the end, the nomination of the Republican 
Party came down to Ron Paul and Mitt Romney, 
with the party opting to give the established Re-
publican front one more chance. What we can 
infer from the election results and general sup-
port for Mitt Romney is that Republicans need 
to go in a different direction with the only viable 
option being to push for a liberty-based agenda. 

Supporters of Ron Paul and Rick Perry were 
energized by the thought of not being under the 
thumb of an oversized government. Republi-
cans may understandably not be willing to give 
up all their social positions, but voters have re-
sponded positively to the positions held by Ron 
Paul, and if the Republican Party continues to 
ignore this growing voice in the next generation 
of politicians, they may well continue losing 
their elections in 2014 and 2016.

Haig Pilavjian is a junior in Warren college 
majoring in Psychology. 

Slowly but surely, our economy is pulling it-
self out of the recession that took the nation 
by storm in 2008. There are a few encouraging 
signs; according to the Department of Num-
bers, the national unemployment rate in January 
�����ZDV�������EXW�GURSSHG�WR������E\�\HDU·V�
end. California appears to have made prog-
ress as well, starting at an unemployment rate 
RI� ������ DQG� ÀQLVKLQJ� WKH� \HDU� DW� ������%XW�
obviously California lags behind the national 
average, and those numbers are still not close 
to what they were pre-recession. Only time will 
tell if the economy is recovering at an accept-
able rate, as the effects of the recent tax hikes 
have yet to be seen.

3DVVHG�LQ�1RYHPEHU��&DOLIRUQLD·V�3URSRVLWLRQ����
LQFOXGHV�D�EDVH�VDOHV�WD[�UDWH�LQFUHDVH�RI�������
as well as an increase on those with higher in-
comes. The Fiscal Cliff deal also raises the tax 
UDWH�RQ�WRS�HDUQHUV�IURP�����WR��������$OWKRXJK�
elevating taxes on those with higher incomes is 
politically popular among the masses to solve the 
local and national budget crisis, considering its 
implications on the economy is crucial.

While these new tax increases only provide a 

minimal boost in revenue compared to the na-
WLRQ·V� FRPSRXQGLQJ� GHEW�� WKHLU� HIIHFW� RQ� MRE�
creation is disconcerting. Because small busi-
nesses create many employment opportunities 
across the nation, increasing the taxes of higher 
bracket business owners only hurts them in an 
DOUHDG\�VWLÁHG�HFRQRP\��+RZ�FDQ� WKH\�EH�HQ-
couraged to hire new employees with tax rates 
climbing higher? Entrepreneurs may even con-
sider starting their businesses in nations with 
lower tax rates that provide less of a gamble. 
With less business revenue, jobs in the private 
VHFWRU� FDQQRW�EH� H[SHFWHG� WR�ÁRXULVK�� ,QVWHDG��
these tax increases may cause job growth to 
head in the opposite direction.

Before agreeing to make taxes “fair” by shoul-
dering the burden to the wealthy, we should 
consider its potential negative impact on job 
growth as our nation slowly climbs out of an 
economic recession. Going forward, a bet-
WHU�VROXWLRQ�WR�WKH�SUREOHP�ZRXOG�EH�ÀQGLQJ�D�
responsibly balanced budget that prevents the 
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�WD[�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH�

Marco Vasquez is a sophomore in Revelle col-
lege studying American Politics

2012 was a major year in the war on drugs.  
With new government action and new legisla-
tion, both sides have made strong moves on the 
marijuana front.  

,Q� WKH� ÀJKW� DJDLQVW� SURKLELWLRQ�� PXFK� RI� WKH�
discussion has focused on the legalization of 
marijuana for recreational use in Colorado and 
Washington.  It is also important to note that 
weed was decriminalized in Rhode Island and 
that medical marijuana became legal in both 
Connecticut and Massachusetts.  

Congress also made steps towards accept-
LQJ�PDULMXDQD� XVDJH�� EXW� YRWHG� ���� WR� ���� WR�
continue raids on dispensaries in states where 
medical marijuana has been legalized.

Mid-2012, many Californian dispensaries re-
ceived notices from the government that they 
ZHUH�WR�FORVH�WKHLU�GRRUV�ZLWKLQ����GD\V��GHVSLWH�
state laws that had allowed for medical marijua-
QD�IRU����\HDUV���7KHVH�UDLGV�FRQWUDGLFW�2EDPD·V�
2007 promises to not interfere with the states on 
the subject of marijuana.  

0HGLFDO�PDULMXDQD�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�LV�D������ELOOLRQ�
dollar industry, which might explain why it has 
been a major target for the raids.  Come May 
������/RV�$QJHOHV�FLWL]HQV�ZLOO�KDYH�WKH�RSSRU-

tunity to vote on initiatives regarding medical 
marijuana dispensaries.
Despite the legalization of recreational mari-
juana use in Colorado and Washington, there 
are still many laws in place regarding who can 
smoke and where.  Smoking is limited to pri-
YDWH�SURSHUW\�ZLWK�WKH�RZQHU·V�SHUPLVVLRQ���

In Colorado, colleges and universities decided 
unanimously to ban use on campus and in cam-
pus housing.  Like alcohol, use is limited to 
adults 21 years of age.  While it is legal to give 
marijuana to someone of legal age, all sales 
must be done through licensed stores.  Posses-
sion is limited to one ounce.  

In Colorado, it is legal to grow up to six plants 
without a license, but Washington still bans 
home cultivation.  Places of employment are 
still permitted to drug test employees and ban 
PDULMXDQD�XVH���0DQ\�RI�WKH�ÀQHU�SRLQWV�RI�WKH�
laws, such as which cities will allow for rec-
reational marijuana storefronts, have yet to be 
decided.  However, these two states will blaze 
the way for other states to adopt similar legisla-
tion in the years to come.

Amy Lock is a senior in Sixth college study-
ing Cognitive Science. 

Hunger. Crime. War. The recession. Homelessness. 
Unemployment. Illiteracy. Poverty.  

These are all things that deserved more attention in 
2012 than cannabis. So what makes this small, green, 
forbidden plant such a hot button issue? 

Could it be curiosity? Maybe. Could it be a phase? I 
doubt it. Should we care? No! Legislating morality is 
as easy as, well, prohibition.

I could spout statistics showing racially biased arrest 
rates, ludicrous jail sentences for small-time poses-
sion, or talk about the ridiculous assumptions many 
laws make about medical cannabis users. (Did you 
NQRZ� SHRSOH� ZLWK� D� PHG� FDUG� FDQ·W� RZQ� D� JXQ"�
:KDW·V�XS�ZLWK�WKDW"��

%XW�,�FDQ·W�VWDQG�LW�DQ\PRUH��:LOO�P\�JHQHUDWLRQ·V�
great struggle really be over something as small as 
a drug that, when ingested, makes one hungry for 
cheetos and giggle at cartoons for a few hours?  
The war on drugs has been one long distraction 

from our real problems. Can we please just legal-
LVH�LW��HQG�HYHU\RQH·V�FXULRVLW\��VLQN�LQWR�PRUDO�KHOO��
and then focus on solving some actual problems 
plaguing this country? 

For example, did you know that in a 2010 study, the 
86$�ZDV�UDQNHG���WK�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�PDWK�UHODWHG�HG-
XFDWLRQ"���WK��1HZ�=HDODQG�EHDW�XV�E\�ÀIWHHQ�SODFHV�
and their primary export is sheep. 

Maybe poor math skills explains our trillion-dollar 
GHÀFLW��2U�ZK\�QR�RQH�VHHPV�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�RXU�IUXLW-
less interventions in the middle east are costing us bil-
lions and tarnishing our reputation overseas. Why do I 
see marijuana on the news three times a day but seeing 
FRYHUDJH�RI�D�GURQH�VWULNH�LV�DV�VXUSULVLQJ�DV�ÀQGLQJ�D�
unicorn in your sock drawer?

+HUH·V�P\�KRSH�IRU�������OHW·V�DOO�JHW�RYHU�LW��OHW�WKH�
FDQQLELV�XVHUV�EH��DQG�OHW·V�JR�IU\�VRPH�ELJJHU�ÀVK���

Sam Bartleman is a Senior in Marshall college double 
majoring in Computer Science and Psychology. 

2012 saw numerous advancements in the sci-
HQWLÀF�ÀHOGV��7KH�GLVFRYHU\�RI� WKH�+LJJ·V�%R-
son marked a triumph for the standard model 
of physics and for our understanding of the 
ZRUOG·V� ZD\V�� 0HDQZKLOH�� WKH� VSDFH� LQGXVWU\�
made some dramatic changes in direction, from 
WKH� UHWLUHPHQW� RI� WKH� VSDFH� VKXWWOH�ÁHHW� WR� WKH�
beginning of private exploration. The Nobel 
prize in Physics was given to researchers work-
ing on quantum information, which may revo-
lutionize computing in the near future.

%DFN� LQ� WKH� ����·V� 3HWHU� +LJJ� SURSRVHG� WKH�
H[LVWHQFH� RI� WKH�+LJJ·V�%RVRQ� DQG� WKH�+LJJ·V�
ÀHOG��7KH�+LJJV·V�%RVRQ� LV�RQH�RI� WKH�FRUQHU-
stones of the standard model of physics because 
LW� LV� WKURXJK� LQWHUDFWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� +LJJ·V� ÀHOG�
that particles are able to obtain mass. In order to 
VHDUFK�IRU�WKH�+LJJ·V�SDUWLFOH�WKH�/DUJH�+DGURQ�
Collider(LHC) was built in Geneva to produce 
high energy collisions. By monitoring the decay 
SDUWLFOHV��SK\VLFLVWV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�LQGLUHFWO\�ÀQG�
HYLGHQFH�RI� WKH�+LJJ·V�%RVRQ��7KH�DQQRXQFH-
PHQW�RI�WKH�+LJJ·V�SDUWLFOH��DOWKRXJK�PXFK�PD-
ligned for its use of comic sans font, is a major 
breakthrough for physics. In the future the LHC 
will likely be used to research dark matter, anti-
matter, and other physical phenomena. 

The Space industry in the US made several 
notable and exciting announcements this past 
\HDU��7KH� VSDFH� VKXWWOH�ÁHHW�ZDV� RIÀFLDOO\� UH-
tired from use and will now sit in exhibition 
spaces. The Mars rover Curiosity successfully 
landed on the surface of the planet and has 
now begun exploring the Martian landscape. 
Meanwhile, the private company SpaceX has 
announced plans to begin colonization of Mars 
in the near future. Although Mars is the most 
obvious planet to colonize soon, there is also 
excitement over the discovery of potentially 
habitable planets in other star systems although 
the technology does not yet exist to reach them. 

)LQDOO\�� DGYDQFHPHQWV� LQ� WKH�ÀHOG�RI�TXDQWXP�
information was recognized with the Nobel 
prize in physics. The use of quantum technolo-
gy in computers could drastically increase com-
putational power along with increasing security 
systems on computers. 

7KH�\HDU������ZDV�D�JUHDW�\HDU�IRU�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�KRSHIXOO\������ZLOO�EH�HTXDOO\�
successful.  

Shane is a sophomore in Marshall college 
majoring in physics. 

Much to our relief, 2012 passed by and the world 
GLGQ·W�HQG��7KLV�PD\�FDOO� IRU�VRPH�FHOHEUDWLRQ��
However, while most of us prepared ourselves 
for the zombie apocalypse that may or may not 
occur, political disagreements persisted between 
the United States and foreign countries, trigger-
ing violence and unnecessary deaths.

Firstly, North Korea seemed desperate to end the 
ZRUOG�ZKHQ��DIWHU�WKUHH�IDLOHG�DWWHPSWV��LW�ÀQDOO\�
launched a missile into the atmosphere at full 
orbit on December 12, 2012. Sources say that 
WKLV�PLVVLOH�PLJKW�EH�WDUJHWHG�DW�WKH�3DFLÀF�5LP��
This understandably caused havoc for some liv-
ing in west coast US. The Democratic (Ironic?) 
3HRSOH·V�5HSXEOLF�RI�.RUHD�DOVR�FRQWLQXHV�WKHLU�
seemingly never-ending battle with South Ko-
rea, thus pledging their battle against the United 
States due to the their close relationship with 
South Korea.

Furthermore, severe human rights violations, 
such as manipulation and arbitrary arrest and 
torture, to name a few, continue to rule the na-
WLRQ�IROORZLQJ�.LP�-RQJ�,O·V�GHDWK��1RUWK�.RUHD�
is becoming an increasingly brutal and powerful 
nation, their effect ever-threatening. This raises 
much concern and anxiety amongst other coun-
WULHV³HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�86��ZKLFK�VHHPHG�WR�EH�WKH�
target for many attacks over unresolved disputes. 
Therefore, understandably, having a country 
WKDW·V�KHDYLO\� DUPHG�ZLWK�PLVVLOH�ZHDSRQV� DQG�

completely closed off from the international eye 
is at the least a little alarming.Perhaps the gov-
ernment should rescind their interference with 
DPRK business to protect the nation against the 
harm of a merciless empire.

6SHDNLQJ� RI� VHQVLWLYH� EXVLQHVV�� /LE\D� GLGQ·W�
VHHP�VR�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�86·V�HIIRUWV�WR�VHWWOH�HP-
bassy relations. On September 11, 2012, coin-
FLGHQWDOO\� WKH� VDPH� GD\� WKH� GHYDVWDWLQJ� �����
attacks occurred, clashes between the US and 
Libyan consulates resulted in a direct attack. This 
attack consisted of heavy weaponry and gre-
nades, which led to the entrapment and death of 
four American personnel inside the US Embassy. 

These outbreaks are rapidly getting out of 
KDQG³DWWDFNV� WDUJHWHG� DW�$PHULFDQ� HPEDVVLHV�
in Middle Eastern countries are becoming more 
common and the incidents increasingly brutal 
and merciless. Death due to political disagree-
ment is becoming a prominent issue. Just last 
\HDU�����81�RIÀFLDOV�ZHUH�NLOOHG�GXH�WR�FRQÁLFW�
over governmental policies. The lives and sanc-
WLW\� RI�$PHULFDQ� RIÀFLDOV� DUH� RQ� WKH� OLQH�� WKHLU�
safety risked, and their sanity taken to the test. 
Affairs with the Middle East are increasingly 
more tangled, and with no signs of slowing in 
�����

Natalie Wong is a freshman in Sixth college 
majoring in Communications. 
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that government expenses made directly to-
wards UAV research and manufacture netted 
contractors in the San Diego region about 
����� ELOOLRQ� LQ� ������ DQG� VXFK� LQGXVWU\� GL-
rectly employs 2000 workers. The numbers 
MXPS� WR� DERXW� ����� ELOOLRQ� DQG� �����ZRUN-
ers when indirect expenses are included. 
$� PDMRULW\� RI� WKHVH� H[SHQVHV� ������ JR� WR�
Northrop Grumman, followed by General 
$WRPLFV�������

Getting back to the central question - if 
not General Atomics, could the drone have 
belonged to the San Diego Police Depart-
PHQW"�$JDLQ��LW·V�SRVVLEOH��2Q�-XO\�����������
Shawn Musgrave of muckrock.com filed a 
Sunshine Amendment Request – the Califor-
nian equivalent of a Freedom of Information 
$FW�UHTXHVW�²�DVNLQJ�WKH�6DQ�'LHJR�6KHULII·V�
Department to disclose documents and con-
WUDFWV� UHODWHG� WR� WKH� GHSDUWPHQW·V� SRVVLEOH�
SXUFKDVH� RI� 8$9·V�� LQWHQGHG� XVH� RI� DQ\�
8$9·V� ERXJKW�� DQG� SROLFLHV� JRYHUQLQJ� WKH�
GHSDUWPHQW·V�XVH�RI�GURQHV��/DVW�6HSWHPEHU��
the department denied that it had purchased 
drones or had any intention to purchase 
WKHP� LQ� WKH� IXWXUH�� 8OWLPDWHO\��0XVJUDYH·V�
request for the documents was denied – not 
on the grounds that SDPD had no such docu-

ments as were requested; rather, the SDPD 
found that “there is very little public benefit 
in the release of such records”. Despite the 
GHSDUWPHQW·V�SULYDF\��0XVJUDYH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�
find a sales quote from Datron World Com-
munications confirming that the department 
had tested a Datron drone product in June of 
2011. Whether or not any more activity has 
taken place since then will remain a mystery 
as long as the department withholds request-
ed information.

Besides its shady behavior, there is good 
UHDVRQ�WR�EH�VXVSLFLRXV�RI�WKH�6'3'·V�KRQ-
esty. Maybe it has bought drones, maybe it 
KDVQ·W�²�EXW�LI�LW�KDV��LW�LVQ·W�WKH�ILUVW��0XFN-
rock.com, which has collaborated with the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) to 
conduct the 2012 Drone Census over the last 
6 months, has uncovered much about the 
current and prospective use of drone tech-
nologies by various organizations across 
the US. One such discovery, which resulted 
from an EFF FOIA lawsuit against the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, was that the 
Seattle Police Department had purchased 
two drones without the knowledge of Se-
DWWOH·V� FLW\� FRXQFLO� RU� UHVLGHQWV�� &ORVHU� WR�
home, the Drone Census revealed that the 
Alameda County, CA police department had 
intentions to purchase drones in the future. 

The SDPD, the Seattle department, and the 
Alameda County department all claim that 
they would limit drone use to emergency sit-
uations such as “crime scene photography, 
missing person searches, and barricaded per-
son scenarios”. However, there is no reason 
to believe that police departments would not 
use drones for the same operations that it 
uses helicopters for currently, including un-
constitutional scans for marijuana growing 
operations. Drones are much cheaper to op-
erate than helicopters, can remain airborne 
for longer periods of time, and could easily 
be made semi-autonomous in the near future 
so that one pilot can control several drones 
simultaneously.

Finally, we come to our own university. 
Could it be that a UCSD researcher was 
conducting an experiment that went out of 
control and led to the “crash”? It is difficult 
to know for certain, but UCSD might be the 
most likely candidate. Muckrock.com is 
currently engaged in requesting documents 
from UCSD pertaining to research con-
ducted by relevant departments. While the 
University acknowledged last October that 
it may possess such responsive documents, 
´UHFRUGV� GRFXPHQWLQJ� >WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\·V@�
research activities are covered in the Cali-
fornia Public Records Act (CPRA) and may 

be exempt from disclosure”. At that time, 
University spokesmen estimated that the 
request would be fulfilled by November 1st 
of last year. However, the University has yet 
to reveal documents, confirm that it has no 
responsive documents, or declare the docu-
ments exempt from disclosure. The latest 
follow-up request from muckrock.com was 
VHQW�RQ�-DQXDU\���WK�

There is little reason to doubt that some 
drone-related research is occurring on cam-
pus. Representatives of UCSD even admitted 
that the Scripps Institute of Oceanography 
uses drones for the purpose of performing at-
PRVSKHULF�FRQWHQW�DQDO\VLV��$QG�,�NQRZ�,·P�
not the only one who saw a group of students 
piloting a small hex-rotor outside of the Engi-
neering Building on Warren Mall last quarter.

Ultimately, UAVs are just another technolo-
gy – morally neutral, not inherently evil. But 
it is rare that a new technology is so widely 
applicable to police surveillance and mili-
tary offensive capability. Drone use ought 
to be monitored and critiqued. Even if there 
is no Center for Drone Policy and Ethics... 
VKRXOGQ·W�WKHUH�EH"

Joshua is a Senior in Warren college major-
ing in Computer Science. 
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Little Patriot’s Corner

CONNECT-THE-DOTS
Who threatened American civil liberties in 2012? 
Trace the dots from 1 to 50 (one for each of the 50 

states) to find out! 

SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCES!

Can you find all the differences between these 
two pictures? Hint: both of these men hate ter-
rorists and held the same position in govern-

ment for eight years! 
(Answers at the bottom)

ACROSS

4.   Made of paper - you attend college to get this
�����1REHO�3HDFH�3UL]H�ZLQQHU�ZKR�NLOOHG�<DVVDU��
      Arafat
6.   The belief that moral truths exist independently    
      of human knowledge or perception of them
8.   Political philosophite who advocates civil  
      liberties; eg, Gary Johnson
10. Limited government libertarianism
����7KLV�JRY·W�DJHQF\�JURSHV�\RX�WR�NHHS�WKH�
      airways safe (abbr)
16. Best coffee shop in PC
18. “Grand Old Party”
����7KH�3DWLHQW�3URWHFWLRQ�DQG�$IIRUGDEOH�&DUH�$FW
      (nickname)

21. Political party currently in power
22. Used to be called “Central Library”
24. Mall at the center of campus
����&ULWLFDO�WKUHH�KRXU�SHULRG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�D�FRXUVH
27. Deemed the law of the land
28. Political philosophy articulated by Karl Marx
����6\VWHP�LQ�ZKLFK�D�FRXQU\·V�WUDGH�DQG�LQGXVWU\�DUH�����
������FRQWUROOHG�E\�SULYDWH�RZQHUV�IRU�SURÀW
����7KH�QDWLRQDO�OHJLVODWLYH�ERG\�RI�WKH�86$

DOWN

1.   Lair of the Tritons
2.   An excess of expenditure
�����0RVW�VWXGHQWV�RQO\�HQUROO�LQ�WKUHH�SHU�\HDU�DW�8&6'
6.   Middle-eastern commodity

7.   2012 Election buzzword
�����/LEHUWDULDQ�DQDUFK\
11. Technology whose freedom was at risk in 2012
12. Defeated “internet-killing” legislation; also, “soup” in Español
����(FRQRPLF�SKHQRPHQRQ�ZKHUH�YDOXH�LV�IDOVHO\�LQÁDWHG
����$IWHU�WKLV��\RX�PXVW�DSSO\�LI�\RX�ZLVK�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�FROOHJH
17. Popular drink among weary students
20. Book used as standard work for the study of a particular subject
����&ULWLFDO�WR�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�DQ\�VWXGHQW��RU�FDW��
26. The state of being free within society from oppressive                   
������UHVWULFWLRQV�LPSRVHG�E\�DXWKRULW\�RQ�RQH·V�ZD\�RI�OLIH��

CONSERVATIVE
CROSSWORD

Answer: there are no differences between these two men.
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,I�\RX·YH�EHHQ�UHDGLQJ�HFRQRPLVWV�RI�.H\QHV-
ian persuasion, you may have heard that the US 
HFRQRP\�LV�LQ�ZKDW·V�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�D�/LTXLGLW\�
Trap; aggregate demand is depressed, monetary 
policy is completely ineffective, printing mon-
H\�ZRQ·W�FDXVH�LQÁDWLRQ��DQG�RQO\�JRYHUQPHQW�
spending can end this recession. But for non-
Economists the “liquidity trap” remains a mys-
tery. Allow me to put on my Keynesian hat and 
H[SODLQ�WKH�ORJLF��DOEHLW�LQFUHGLEO\�VLPSOLÀHG�

Liquidity is cash, and everyone has a liquidity 
preference; we like to keep some of our money 
in cash (that way we can buy things) and some 
of our money in the bank (so it can collect in-
terest.) When interest rates are high, saving be-
comes more attractive; when interest rates are 
low, we prefer spending. Similarly, people and 
businesses take out more bank loans for houses, 
cars, college, or business investment when the 
interest rate is lower.

The basic underpinning of the Keynesian eco-
QRPLF�ZRUOGYLHZ�LV�´FLUFXODU�ÁRZµ���VSHQGLQJ�
> income > spending > income. In recessions, 
when people expect the future to be bad, they 
save more and spend less. But when everyone 
tries to save at once, they damper the economic 
ÁRZ��EXVLQHVVHV�PDNH�OHVV�UHYHQXH�DQG�VR�WKH\�
lay-off more workers, unemployment increases, 
the economy continues to look grim, and so 
people save even more. Keynes called this phe-
nomenon the “paradox of thrift.” The Keynes-
ian conclusion is simple, when demand is de-
pressed, savings is bad and spending is good.

Normally during blips in unemployment, the 
Federal Reserve seeks to lower interest rates, 
thus increasing spending which kicks circular 
ÁRZ� EDFN� LQWR� JHDU�� UHWXUQLQJ� HPSOR\PHQW� WR�
the natural level. The Fed cannot directly con-
trol the interest rates of private banks, but it at-

,7·6�$�/,48,',7<�75$3�
GRIFFIN LEWIS

TWO SIDES OF THE TRILLION DOLLAR COIN 
CHASE DONNALLY
Starting a few weeks ago, a number of 
American economists and commentators 
became enamored with the idea of mint-
ing several trillion-dollar coins to “fix” 
our debt ceiling problem. The treasury, 
as it turns out, is legally allowed to mint 
platinum coins of any denomination, a 
law which was originally intended for the 
purpose of making commemorative coins 
for collectors. The suggestion has been 
that it use this power to create several 
trillion dollar coins, deposit them at the 
Federal Reserve, and use the newly cre-
ated money to pay off our debts.

Sound crazy? It should. But for a period 
the idea was gaining support, mainly from 
persons on the left. Nobel Laureate Paul 
Krugman took a “Why not?” approach to 
the idea on his blog, stating that it would 
cause “no economic harm at all” and be 
a far better alternative than defaulting 
on our debts. A Democratic representa-
tive from New York, Jerry Nadler, even 
brought up the idea in an interview, sug-
gesting that though it might sound silly, 
LW·V�WKH�EHVW�UHVSRQVH�WR�´EODFNPDLO�WR�GH-
VWUR\�WKH�FRXQWU\·V�HFRQRP\�µ��REYLRXVO\�
a reference to political brinksmanship 
and the fiscal cliff.)

Luckily the US Treasury, the Federal 
Reserve, and the President have all stat-
ed that no trillion dollar coins will be 
printed, and that there actually does not 
exist such a legal loophole. This comes 
as a huge relief to those who recognize 
the danger of inflation posed by simply 
printing massive quantities of money, 
and likely a disappointment to everybody 
looking for an easy fix to our economic 
woes.

It is important to recognize what this tril-
lion-dollar-coin-plan really was: a gim-
micky trick, filled with misdirection. At 
its core, the real idea was simply for the 
Federal Reserve to print trillions of dol-
lars and have the United States pay off its 
debt with that new money. The minting 

of the coin simply came in as a way to 
IRUFH� WKH� )HGHUDO� 5HVHUYH·V� KDQG� LQ� WKH�
matter. But between the strange idea of a 
“special platinum coin” and “legal loop-
holes,” the real plan (“print the money”) 
was lost on some.

This is where the real problem comes in. 
While there were a great many people 
who immediately recognized the absur-
dity of paying our debts with money cre-
ated out of thin air (comedic political 
commentator Jon Stewart among them), 
too many saw this as a silly but possi-
bly workable solution to our budgetary 
problems. These people were content to 
believe that some sort of legal gimmick 
would be able to solve the problem that 
we spend far more money than we have.

This may come as an unpleasant shock to 
many, but there is no magic trick that can 
solve the problem of our massive debt. 
Raising taxes will have a marginal ef-
fect, but may ultimately hurt more than it 
helps. And minting a trillion dollar coin, 
or paying our debts with printed money? 
Not only would it destroy our credibility, 
it may destroy the value of the currency 
itself. The only real solution to our debt 
crisis is to cut our spending, and that 
means real cuts, not “cuts in projected 
spending increases.” Default on our debt 
might still be avoided if prudent spend-
ing cuts are made, but given the political 
climate in Washington, that seems un-
likely to happen in time.

Gimmicks like the trillion dollar coin 
serve only to distract from the real is-
sue, and trivialize the seriousness of the 
problem. Spending cuts may sound unat-
WUDFWLYH��EXW�LI�WKH\�GRQ·W�KDSSHQ��ZH�ZLOO�
default. There is no other option. We can-
not simply keep raising the debt ceiling 
forever.

Chase Donnally is a senior in Marshall col-
lege joint majoring in Math and Economics.

WHPSWV�WR�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�LQWHUHVW�WKURXJK�WKH�IHZ�
tools it has available. (Generally, by expanding 
the money supply via money printing.) In deep 
economic recession, however, people continue 
WR�KRDUG�FDVK�HYHQ�ZKHQ�LQWHUHVW�UDWHV�DUH�DW�����
The “paradox” is too great to overcome through 
monetary policy. Hence the liquidity trap!

:RQ·W�PRQH\�SULQWLQJ�FDXVH�LQÁDWLRQ"�1RW�DF-
cording to Keynesians; since aggregate demand 
is depressed, businesses are lowering prices to 
move merchandise and all the easy credit given 
to banks just sits in a vault as reserves. The 
problem is no one is willing to take out a loan 
for a house or a business. As soon as the econo-
my gets moving again, the Fed plans to gradu-
ally raise interest rates to the equilibrium level.

2QO\� D� ÀVFDO� H[SDQVLRQ� �JRYHUQPHQW� VSHQG-

ing) can get the economy out of the trap and 
UHWXUQ� WKH� FLUFXODU�ÁRZ� WR�SURSHU� VSHHG��1RZ�
a Keynesian would probably explain the logic 
RI� WKLV�YHU\�GLIIHUHQWO\� WKDQ� ,·P�DERXW� WR�� EXW�
I think my explanation is easier to understand 
and elegant; every person has a marginal pro-
pensity to consume and a marginal propensity 
WR� VDYH� �ZKLFK� LV� MXVW� IXWXUH� VSHQGLQJ��� /HW·V�
just say MPC = 0.8 and MPS = 0.2. When the 
government taxes you one dollar, they are tak-
ing 80 cents of spending and 20 cents of sav-
LQJV��DQG�VSHQGLQJ� LW�������+HQFH�ZK\� WKHUH�
can be positive “multipliers” without crowding 
out demand in equal parts. 

7HFKQLFDOO\�� WKH� ÀVFDO� VWLPXOXV� ZRXOG� EH� À-
QDQFHG� WKURXJK�GHÀFLWV� DQG�QRW�D� WD[� LQFUHDVH��
EXW�GHÀFLWV�QRZ�DUH�MXVW�WD[�LQFUHDVHV�ODWHU��7KLV�
might seem like a broken-window fallacy be-

FDXVH�WKDW�����VDYLQJV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LQYHVW-
ed or spent on something in the future, but the 
argument is that spending now can lift us out of 
the economic rut of lower-equilibrium employ-
PHQW��,I�\RX·UH�QRW�JRQQD�VSHQG�\RXU�PRQH\��WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO�GR�LW�IRU�\RX��$�ÀVFDO�VWLPXOXV�
in a Keynesian-style liquidity trap is basically 
WKH�JRYHUQPHQWV� VD\LQJ�� ´<RX·UH� VDYLQJV�DUH� D�
rainy-day fund, but the storm is here.”

So, if you believe this paradox of thrift argu-
ment, government spending is a good thing and 
should lift the economy. 

Of course, a Hayekian would tell you differ-
ently. 

*ULIÀQ�/HZLV�LV�D�JXHVW�FRQWULEXWRU�IURP�8&�
Santa Cruz majoring in Economics and Film.

TWO-PASS continued from page 1

HQUROOPHQW��PRUH�ÀUVW�\HDUV�KDYH�VWDWHG�WKDW�HQ-
rollment for classes has become less of a head-
ache because the chances of being put on the wait-
list goes down and equal opportunity for the same 
classes as other students with more units goes up.

The question then becomes whether it is fair for 
XSSHUFODVVPHQ�WR�VDFULÀFH�LQ�RUGHU�IRU�WKH�ORZHU-
FODVVPHQ�WR�EHQHÀW�

´%HLQJ�D�ÀUVW�\HDU��,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WZR�SDVV�HQ-
rollment works out better, but what happens when 
I become an upperclassman? Besides, two-pass 
HQUROOPHQW�LV�VXFK�D�KDVVOH��,�GRQ·W�OLNH�LW�DW�DOO�µ�
YRLFHG�ÀUVW�\HDU�9DQHVVD�)ORUHV�RI�0DUVKDOO�&RO-
lege.

Another question arises when one questions why 
UCSD needed to implement a new enrollment 
V\VWHP�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH�

Of course, the increasing amounts of students on 
waitlists is a tell-tale sign that there were issues 
with the enrollment system, but budget cuts and 

limited funding amongst all UCs need to be re-
membered. Was the two pass enrollment imple-
PHQWHG�RXW�RI�DQ�HIIRUW�E\�WKH�2IÀFH�RI�5HJLVWUDU�
WR�À[� WKH�SUREOHP�RI�ZDLWOLVWV��RU�ZDV� LW�PHUHO\�
conforming to what other UCs have done to their 
own enrollment system?

Other UCs such as UC Berkeley, UCLA, and UC 
Davis have already implemented the two-pass 
system, with UC Santa Cruz using a two-pass 
system for all students with non-senior status, and 
UC Santa Barbara having a three-pass system.

Whether hurting upperclassmen in the enrollment 
SURFHVV�LV�MXVWLÀHG�E\�WKH�EHQHÀWV�ORZHUFODVVPHQ�
receive and whether UCSD actually needed a new 
HQUROOPHQW�V\VWHP�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH�LV�VWLOO�LQ�TXHV-
tion.

But until UCSD students can reach a unanimous 
decision, the two-pass enrollment system will be 
here to stay.

Claire is a freshman in Marshall college 
majoring in International Studies.
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Designed to help eliminate dangerous, 
“uncomfortable, or unexpected situations” 
among UCSD students, AS Saferides is 
certainly a well-intentioned program. But 
it is not above criticism. 

)RU� ����������� 6DIHULGHV� KDV� D� EXGJHW�
of $27,000 and the service operates from 
´������30�WR������$0�7XHVGD\�7KXUVGD\��
Friday, and Saturday.” Breaking that 
down, the service runs for about 480 hours 
SHU� \HDU�� RU� RYHU� ����KRXU� GXULQJ� WKH�
school year. Despite the expenditure, AS 
claims “Safe Rides is a FREE service” on 
their website, which is false, as the money 
comes from student tuition by way of the 
student activity fee, which every student 
pays. Therefore, every UCSD student pays 
for AS Saferides whether they use it or not. 

But since the program is primarily de-
signed to prevent drunk driving incidents, 
what about students who do not drink or 
drink responsibly? Should students in sub-
stance-free housing be forced to pay into a 
program which they certainly will not use? 

Well, Saferides will also remove students 
from “uncomfortable” or “unexpected” 
situations, which is the strongest argument 
for the program. No one can predict the fu-
ture, and it is reasonable to think that even 
the most responsible students could find 
themselves needing a rescue at some point. 

However, in such extreme circumstances 
where one requires immediate assistance 
from an unexpected or uncomfortable situ-
ation, it might be better to call the police. 
And, of course, the program has such lim-
ited operating hours and limited area that 
relying on Saferides for such a rescue 
might not be a wise decision. Not to men-

In the wake of the tragedy at Sandy Hook El-
ementary, many are discussing the status of 
mental health care in the United States.  

2QH�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�WR�GUDZ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�PDWWHU�
was Liza Long, who wrote the article “I am 
$GDP�/DQ]D·V�0RWKHU�µ� � ,Q� WKH� DUWLFOH��/RQJ�
describes her own struggles with her mental-
ly-ill and often violent teenage son.  She la-
ments that she was advised to have her child 
arrested so that there would be a record of his 
violence and that this would somehow help in 
his treatment because the government will not 
step in until there is proof that the patient is 
violent.  Her experience may shed some light 
on evidence cited by the National Institute of 
Corrections that “people with mental illnesses 
are overrepresented in probation and parole 
populations.”  So, the question remains.  Is 
mental illness to blame for the slew of violent 
crimes we have seen as of late?

Despite what the majority of media outlets 
seem to want the public to believe, evidence 
and research have determined that mental dis-
orders are not to blame for violence.  Many 
statistics regarding the prevalence of violent 
behavior in the mentally ill suffer from a sam-
pling bias.  Many of the statistics are drawn 
from patients who have already been arrested 

or from patients in care facilities.  The major-
ity of people with mental disorders are not 
in jail or hospitals, but those who are violent 
are more likely to be.  While rates of violence 
amongst these populations might be higher, 
it is not representative of all people who are 
mentally ill.  This would explain why the men-
tally ill are over-represented in prisons and 
why psychiatric ward doctors report higher 
rates of attacks by patients.

Variables such as drugs and alcohol seem to 
be a major cause of violent behavior.  Heather 
Stuart, in her paper, “Violence and mental ill-
ness: an overview,” explains that not only is 
mental illness not to blame for violent acts, but 
that the mentally ill are actually much more 
likely to be victims of violence than the gen-
eral population.  This, Stuart claims, “may pre-
dispose the mentally ill to react violently when 
provoked.”  Stuart also cites the MacArthur 
Violence Risk Assessment Study, which found 
that those with mental disorders and no history 
of substance abuse were just as unlikely to 
commit a violent act as control subjects.  She 
states that approximately seventy percent of 
violent crimes committed by those with mental 
disorders also involved substance abuse.

Another strong indicator of violent behavior 
is a history of violent behavior.  If someone 
has been violent in the past, there is a strong 
possibility that they will be violent again.  Ac-

cording to the January 2011 Harvard Mental 
Health Letter, a history of violence “may be 
the largest single predictor of future violence.”

There is still some disagreement over the best 
method of treatment for the prevention of 
violence.  The Harvard Mental Health Letter 
suggests that because the statistics for vio-
lence in some forms of mental disorders are 
slightly higher than control statistics, keeping 
patients on a drug regimen might help prevent 
violence.  However, in “Dispelling the Myth 
of Violence and Mental Illness” by John M. 
Grohol, it is noted that many studies of the ef-
fectiveness of treatment have skewed results 
because it compares self-reported statistics 
of violence right before treatment until a few 
years later.  Violence may well have been the 
FDXVH� RI� WUHDWPHQW� LQ� WKH�ÀUVW� SODFH� DQG� WKXV�
will be more likely right before treatment.  The 
article also notes that statistics are not com-
pared to a control group where violent subjects 
GLG�QRW�UHFHLYH�WUHDWPHQW���%HFDXVH�RI�FRQÁLFW-
LQJ� UHSRUWV�� LW� EHFRPHV� GLIÀFXOW� WR� GHWHUPLQH�
the best course of action to prevent violence 
and whether or not people should be forced to 
receive treatment for mental illness.

In a letter to Cato Unbound, DJ Jaffe, the 
Executive Director of MentalIllnessPolicy.
Org argues that Libertarians should have no 
qualms with involuntary commitment or forc-
ing a patient to receive treatment.  He argues 
that subjects who are trapped in their own 

mind and delusions are not truly free and that 
forcing them to receive treatment will actually 
allow them to live their lives more freely.  

However, this assumes that the subject is hap-
pier after receiving treatment.  As previously 
discussed, there is little to fear in terms of 
violence from those with mental disorders, so 
forcing a subject to receive treatment will not 
necessarily protect those around them.  If it 
does become necessary for a subject to receive 
treatment, it is important to explore outpatient 
RSWLRQV���,Q�&DOLIRUQLD��/DXUD·V�/DZ�DOORZV�IRU�
an individual to be forced to take medication 
RU� WR� UHFHLYH� RXWSDWLHQW� WUHDWPHQW�� � /DXUD·V�
Law allows for more freedom in the individu-
DO·V� OLIH� WKDQ�LQSDWLHQW� WUHDWPHQW�RU� LQFDUFHUD-
tion, so it is easier for the liberty-minded to 
accept and provides actual care rather than just 
punishment.

In short, there is no reason for society to fear 
that individuals with mental disorders will be-
come violent.  Statistics seem to indicate that 
those who are mentally ill are only slightly 
more likely to be violent than matched con-
trol subjects and even those statistics seem to 
be biased.  When necessary, it is important to 
explore outpatient options before considering 
incarceration or forced inpatient treatment.

Amy is a Senior in Sixth college majoring in 
Cognitive Science.

MENTAL HEALTH EXAMINED
AMY LOCK

tion that the program will not be available 
post-graduation, so relying on it now will 
not help you in the least after you leave. 
A better idea for Saferides would be to 
contract with local cab services, just as 
UCSD has done with the city busses. With 
a student ID and a sticker, any student 
could call the cab company and ride free 
a few times a quarter. The service would 
have a far greater reach, exist 24 hours a 
day, and could offer a far better service 
than Safe Rides. Students could learn how 
to make use of cab services when they are 
truly stuck somewhere after they graduate, 
and could just pay their own way through 
D� VHUYLFH� WKH\·UH� IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�ZKHQ� WKHLU�
free rides are up. Responsible students 
could get even get rides to and from the 
airport or other locations around San Di-
ego. 

However, this still does  not solve the 
problem of enabling irresponsible stu-
dents from being reckless, knowing they 
can always just call Saferides for a quick 
rescue. Learning how to drink responsibly 
and using caution when planning a night 
out are critical skills for any college-aged 
person, and Safe Rides enables students to 
do whatever they want and not suffer the 
consequences. Is it worth enabling reck-
less behavior in all students in order to 
save the few who truly need help? Unfor-
tunately, without the necessary statistics, 
it would be impossible to determine which 
Safe Rides users actually needed a rescue 
and which just got drunk downtown on a 
whim, so this question may remain unan-
swered. 

But if we are going to implement mandato-
ry programs which nanny students through 
college, we might as well guide them 

A FEW IMPROVEMENTS FOR AS SAFE RIDES
SAM BARTLEMAN

facebook.com/groups/yalucsd

A rough approximation of the new “Condom Cannon” service (by Drew Bartleman)

through all aspects of their life. Another 
problem still plagues the UCSD student 
body - STDs and unplanned pregnancy. 
Just as the city buses cannot possibly be 
D�VXEVWLWXWH� IRU�6DIHULGHV�� WKH�XQLYHUVLW\·V�
condom dispensers are not nearly enough 
WR�FRYHU�WKH��������VWXGHQW�SRSXODWLRQ��HV-
pecially since many students seem to for-
get to keep a condom on their person until 
it is too late.
  
UCSD should implement an additional 
condom delivery service to rush contra-
ceptives to students in their time of need. 
In fact, AS Safe Rides has already laid 
most of the infrastructure required for 
such a venture. 

The new service would operate identically 
to Safe Rides but would only deliver con-

doms to any student at any time, no ques-
tions asked.

After discreetly texting the service your 
address (and approximate open window 
location) a Condom Cannon driver will 
rush to your assistance and quickly launch 
a slew of condoms through your window 
and right into your sweaty, anxious palms - 
with your significant other none the wiser. 

Of course, just like Saferides, every stu-
dent would have to pay for the Condom 
Cannon service via their student activity 
IHH�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKH\·UH�SODQQLQJ�RQ�XV-
ing it.  

Sam Bartleman is a Senior in Marshall 
college double majoring in Computer 
Science and Psychology.


